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Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the *536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


45. An electrosurgical system 
for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a structure within 
or on a patient's body, the 
system comprising: 
















a high frequency power supply; 


1:15-27 


207 


3:48-4:14 


1:5-2:2 


58-60 


3:3-7 


2:44-66 


an electrosurgical probe 
comprising a shaft having a 
proximal end and a distal end, 


1:40-55, 
Fig. 1 




8:10-9:8 


1:5-2:2 


58-60 


3:3-7, Fig. 
1,2 


4:4-19, 
2:44-66 


an electrode terminal disposed 
near the distal end, and 


1:40-55, 
Fig. 1 




8:10-9:8 


1:5-2:2 


58-60 


3:3-7, Fig. 
1,2 


4:4-19, 
2:44-66 


a connector near the proximal 
end of the shaft electrically 
coupling the electrode terminal 
to the electrosurgical power 
supply; 


1:40-55, 
Fig. 1 




8:10-9:8 


1:5-2:2 


58-60 


3:3-7, Fig. 
1,2 


4:4-19, 
2:44-66 


a return electrode electrically 
coupled to the electrosurgical 
power supply; and 


1:15-27 


207 


3:48-4:14 


1:5-2:2 


58-60 


3:3-7 


2:44-66 


an electrically conducting fluid 
supply for directing electrically 
conducting fluid to the target 
site such that 






9:9-25 










the electrically conducting fluid 
generates a current flow path 
between the return electrode and 
the electrode terminal. 






9:9-25 










46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurftical probe. 


4:9-24 












Fig. 2 


47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode. 














3:58-61 


the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 
















55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


1:40-55 


206 


8:10:9:8 


3:10-28 


58 


2:54-57 


2:67-3:16 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 

Ihip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 

Ispine, ear, nose, throat, 

(epidermis and dermis of the 

patient's bodv. 












1:45-50 




p8. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















lithe frequency of the voltage 
[applied between the return 
■electrode and tne electrode 
Iterminal is in the range of about 
J20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 




(Y7 






so. 

JO 






|59- The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















|the voltage applied between the 
[electrode terminal and the return 
[electrode is in the range from 10 
Jvolts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
llfRMSV 




211 






58 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
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tjclaim text \ reference 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 I 14 


u45. An electrosurgical system 
[for applying electrical energy to 
|a target site on a structure within 
nor on a patient's body, the 
system comprising: 
















a high frequency power supply; 


1 


2:33-52 


4:18-28 


2 


528 


4:15; 7:38- 
50 




an electrosurgical probe 
comprising a shaft having a 
proximal end and a distal end, 


3,7 


2:40-63 


4:18-28 


2 


530 


6:55-70 




an electrode terminal disposed 
near the distal end, and 


3 7 
* * 


2:40-63 


4:18-28 


2 


530 


6:55-70 




a connector near the proximal 
end of the shaft electrically 
coupling the electrode terminal 
to the electrosurgical power 
supply; 


3 7 


2:40-63 


4:18-28 


2 


530 


6:55-70 




a return electrode electrically 
coupled to the electrosurgical 
nower simnlv* and 


1 


2:33-52 


4:18-28 


2 


528 


4:15; 7:38- 
50 




an electrically conducting fluid 
supply for directing electrically 
conducting fluid to the target 
site such that 


4-5 


2:40-63 






529 






the electrically conducting fluid 
generates a current flow path 
between the return electrode and 
the electrode terminal. 


4-5 


2:40-63 






529 






46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 


7 




4:31-43 


2 








47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, 






5:50-57 


3 








the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 


1 














55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 

















Page 3 of 22 



Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
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Iclaim text \ reference 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


Dtbe electrode terminal comprises 
la single active electrode 
Idisposed near the distal end of 
Bthe shaft. 


7 


7:58-68 


4:44-64 


3 


530 


6:45-54 




■56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
narienf's hodv 


11 


0.0479167 




2 


527 






58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 














Bthe frequency of the voltage 
japplied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 




1:34-53 












59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
CRMS! 




1:34-53 










7:26-42 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


45. An electrosurgical system 
for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a structure within 
or on a patient's body, the 
system comprising: 
















a high frequency power supply; 


1:5-17 


845-46 


6:1-30 


1:12-37 


2:33-46 


2:35-58 


333 


an electrosurgical probe 
comprising a shaft having a 
proximal end and a distal end, 


4:51-5:20 


846 


6:1-30 


1:12-37 


2:33-46 


2:35-58 


333 


an electrode terminal disposed 
near the distal end, and 


4:51-5:20 


846 


6:1-30 


1:12-37 


2:33-46 


2:35-58 


333 


a connector near the proximal 
end of the shaft electrically 
coupling the electrode terminal 
to the electrosurgical power 
supply; 


4:51-5:20 


846 


6:1-30 


1:12-37 


2:33-46 


2:35-58 


333 


a return electrode electrically 
coupled to the electrosurgical 


1:5-17 


845-46 


6:1-30 


1:12-37 


2:33-46 


2:35-58 


333 


an electrically conducting fluid 
suoolv for directing electricallv 
conducting fluid to the target 
site such that 


1:52-56, 
5:26-30, 
7:59-62 


846 




3:67-4:3 


1:34-38 


2:35-58 


334 


the electrically conducting fluid 
generates a current flow path 
between the return electrode and 
the electrode terminal. 


1:52-56, 
5:26-30, 
7:59-62 


846 




3:67-4:3 


1:34-38 


2:35-58 


334 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 


5:3-10 








2:34-46 


2:35-58 




47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, 










2:34-46 


2:35-58 




the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 


3:5-20 














55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
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claim text \ reference 


15 


16 


17 


18 


19 


20 


21 


the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


4:66-5:2 


845 


3:1-52 


1:15-36 


2:34-46 


2:35-58 


333 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
lof the abdominal cavity, 
Rthoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
Hspine, ear, nose, throat, 
|epidermis and dermis of the 


1:18-27 


845 




2:21-63 






334 


58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 








8:30-39 


6:61-68 


2:35-58 


333 


59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
fRMSV 








8:30-39 


5:46-6:7 


2:35-58 


333 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


22 


23 | 24 


25 


26 


27 


28 


45. An electrosurgical system 
for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a structure within 
or on a patient's body, the 
system comprising: 
















a high frequency power supply; 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


99 


1383 


2:38-66 


2:23-33 


an electrosurgical probe 
comprising a shaft having a 
proximal end and a distal end, 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


99 


1383 


2:35-66 


2:23-33 


an electrode terminal disposed 
near the distal end, and 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


99 


1383 


2:35-66 


2:23-33 


la connector near the proximal 
end of the shaft electrically 
coupling the electrode terminal 
to the electrosurgical power 
supply; 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


99 


1383 


2:35-66 


2:23-33 


a return electrode electrically 
coupled to the electrosurgical 
power supply; and 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


99 


1383 


238-66 


2:23-33 


an electrically conducting fluid 
supply for directing electrically 
conducting fluid to the target 
site such that 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


99 


1383 


3:48-53 


2:18, 5:28- 
31 


the electrically conducting fluid 
generates a current flow path 
between the return electrode and 
the electrode terminal. 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


99 


1383 


3:48-53 


2:18, 5:28- 
31 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 
47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 




Fig. 1 








3:30-47 


















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, j 




Fig. 1-2 








3:30-47 




the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 




2:42-68 






1383 






55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
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Ilclaim text \ reference 


22 


23 


24 


25 


26 


27 i 28 


Uthe electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


2:41-43 


Fig. 9; 3:29- 
30 


1425 


100 


1383 


1:26-50 


1:57-2:6 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
natfonf 's hrtdv. 






1426 


100 


1383 


1:26-50 




58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 


3:46-51 


3:30-38 


1425 




1383 




7:62-8:14 


59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
fRMSY 


3:46-51 


3:30-38 


1425 




1383 
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Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


29 


30 | 31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


45. An electrosurgica! system 
for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a structure within 
or on d paiiciii o uuuy , mc 
system comprising: 
















a high frequency power supply; 


67-68 


4:32-5:10 


2:45-58 




2:45-69 


42 


248 i 


an electrosurgical probe 

COuipriblllg a Midi I Ilavillg a 

proximal end and a distal end, 


67-68 


4:32-5:10 


2:45-58 




2:45-69 




248 


an electrode terminal disposed 
near the distal end, and 


0/-00 


4:32-5:10 


2:45-58 




2:45-69 




248 


a connector near the proximal 
end of the shaft electrically 
coupling the electrode terminal 
to the electrosurgical power 
supply; 


0/-00 


4:32-5:10 


2:45-58 




2:45-69 




248 


a return electrode electrically 
coupled to the electrosurgical 
power supply; and 


67-68 


4:32-5:10 


2:45-58 




2:45-69 


42 


248 


an electrically conducting fluid 
supply ror uuccimg eiecu icany 
conducting fluid to the target 
site such that 


68 




3:31,7:65 








248 


the electrically conducting fluid 
generates a current flow path 
between the return electrode and 
the electrode terminal. 


68 




3:31,7:65 








248 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 


69 




4:55-5:16 










47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 














an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, 


69 




4:55-5:16 










the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 




Fig. 5 


Fig. 4 




Fig. 2 


44 




55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


I 29 


30 


31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


68 


5:11-27 


5:17-31 










56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, Car, nose, inroai, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
nat.ient's hodv. 


68 




9:37-47 






42 




58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 


68 








2:45-3:16 


42 




59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
(RMSV 


68 






8 


2:45-3:16 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


36 


37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


42 


45. An electrosurgical system 
for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a structure within 
or on a patient's body, the 
system comprising: 
















a high frequency power supply; 


4:4-39 


662-63 


1168 


5:1-47 


2:62-65 


291 


275 


an electrosurgical probe 
comprising a shaft having a 
proximal end and a distal end, 


4:4-39 


662-63 


1169 


5:1-47 


2:19-22 


292 


275 


Ban electrode terminal disposed 

It . ■ * • _ 1 * « 

Hnear the distal end, and 


4:4-39 


662-63 


1169 


5:1-47 


2:19-22 


292 


275 


a connector near the proximal 
end of the shaft electrically 
coupling the electrode terminal 
to the electrosurgical power 
supply; 


4:4-39 


662-63 


1169 


5:1-47 


2:19-22 


292 


275 


a return electrode electrically 
coupled to the electrosurgical 
power supply; and 


4:4-39 


662-63 


1168 


5:M7 


2:62-65 


291 


275 


an electrically conducting fluid 
supply for directing electrically 
conducting fluid to the target 
site such that 


7:30-32 


663 


1168 






291 


275 


the electrically conducting fluid 
generates a current flow path 
between the return electrode and 
the electrode terminal. 


7:30-32 


663 


1168 






291 


275 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 








Fig. 5; 8:9- 
34 


4:16-28 


292 


275 


47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, 


4:4-39 






Fig. 5; 8:9- 

34 


4:36-43 


292 


275 


the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 
















55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


36 


37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


42 


the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


4:40-58 


662 


1168 


Fig. 5; 8:9- 
34 


4:16-35 


292 


275 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
nalient's hodv. 


2:16-34 




1168 


3:63-4:16 


5:62-6:19 


291 


275 


58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 






1168 




2:62-65 






59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
OlMSY 

















Page 12 of 22 



Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



lie 1 aim text \ reference 


43 


44 


45 46 


47 


48 


49 


45. An electrosurgical system 
for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a structure within 
or on a patient's body, the 
system comprising: 
















a high frequency power supply; 


2:8-4:10 


2:26-51 


4:21-5:6 


2:31-53 


1:34 


2:28 


1:55 


an electrosurgical probe 
comprising a shaft having a 
proximal end and a distal end, 


8, 10 


2:26-51 


4:40 


2:31-53 




2:28 


1:55 


an electrode terminal disposed 
near the distal end, and 


8, 10 


2:26-51 


4:40 


2:31-53 




2:28 


1:55 


a connector near the proximal 
end of the shaft electrically 
connlinp the electrode terminal 

to the electrosurgical power 
supply; 


8, 10 


2:26-51 


4:40 


2:31-53 




2:28 


1-55 


a return electrode electrically 
coupled to the electrosurgical 


2:8-4:10 


2:26-51 


4:21-5:6 


2:31-53 


1:34 


2:28 


1:55 


an electrically conducting fluid 
suddIv for directing electrical Iv 
conducting fluid to the target 
site such that 


11 




3:48-55 


6:42 




6:28, 4:6 


1:65 


the electrically conducting fluid 
generates a current flow path 
between the return electrode and 
the electrode terminal. 


11 




O .A O CC 

3:48-55 


CA^ 

6:42 




6:28, 4:6 


1:65 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45 wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 








3:41-4:2 


1:57-2:35 


4:18-28 




47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, 








3:41-4:2 


1:57-2:35 


4:18-28 




the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 






inherent 


6:42 




6:28 




55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
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Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



[claim text \ reference 


43 


44 


45 


46 i 47 


48 


49 


the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


2:8-18 


3:48-51 


5:7-19 


i 

3:41-4:2 1:57-2:35 


3:65-4:17 


3:27-44 


Ip6. The electros urgical system 
[of claim 45 wherein 
















|the target site is selected from 
[the group consisting essentially 
■of the abdominal cavity, 
[thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 

hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 

spine, ear, nose, throat, 

epidermis and dermis of the 

narient's hodv. 


1:1-4 


3:6-25 




3:8-34 


1:18-39 




1:47-68 


58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
eiecuoue ana tne eiectroae 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20Mhz. 








6:5-30 








59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1 000 volts 
(RMS). 
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Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found irt each reference. 



(claim text \ reference 


50 


51 52 


53 j 


54 


55 


56 


Y*j. An eicCUuSurglCal byaicm 

jfor applying electrical energy to 
la target site on a structure within 
or on a patient's body, the 
system comprising: 
















a high frequency power supply; 


2:21-63 


2:41-3:58 


3:1-32 


2:28-55 


670 


2:7-46 


1:61-2:12 


an electrosurgical probe 
comprising a shaft having a 
proximal end and a distal end, 


2:2 1 -63 


2:41-3:58 


3:1-32 


Z.ZoOO 




9-7-4 A 
z. 


J .Ol-Z. 1Z 


an electrode terminal disposed 
near the distal end, and 


2:21-63 


2:41-3:58 


3:1-32 


z.Zo-jy 




Z. / -HO 


7*17 
l.Ol-Z. 1Z 


a connector near the proximal 
end of the shaft electrically 
coupling the electrode terminal 
to the electrosurgical power 
supply; 


2:21-63 


2:41-3:58 


3:1-32 






z. /-ho 


i.OI-Z.lZ 


a return electrode electrically 
coupled to the electrosurgical 
power supply; and 


2:21-63 


2:41-3:58 


3:1-32 


2:28-55 


670 


2:7-46 


1:61-2:12 


an electrically conducting fluid 
supply for directing electrically 
conducting fluid to the target 
site such that 




3:53 


2:26 


3:63, 2:1 


672 






the electrically conducting fluid 
generates a current flow path 
between the return electrode and 
the electrode terminal. 




3:53 


2:26 


3:63, 2:1 


672 






46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 


3:17-23 


3:35-57 


2:63-3:5 


3:37-64 




2:62-68 


1:61-2:11 


47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
cucumscriDing me return 
electrode, 


3-17-7'* 

J.J /*XJ 


3:35-57 


1:42-50 


3:37-64 




2:62-68 




the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 

tissue.. 

55. The electrosurgical system 
1 of claim 45 wherein 




3:53 
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Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


! 50 


51 


52 


53 


54 


55 


56 


the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


1:40-51 


3:35-57 


1:42-50 


3:37-64 


670 




1:61-2:11 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of die abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
snine ear nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 


2:2-20 


1:9-12 


1:5-9 


1:9-15 


669 


1:52-55 


1:50-58 


58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 














the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 










669 






59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1 000 volts 
ttMSV 










672 
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Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


57 


58 


59 


60 


61 


62 


63 


45. An electrosurgical system 
for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a structure within 
or on a patient's body, the 
system comprising: 
















a high frequency power supply; 


3 


3:9-49 




4:45 


3:30 


2:35 




an electrosurgical probe 
comprising a shaft having a 
proximal end and a distal end, 


3 


3:9-49 


3:5-36 


3:35 


3:30 


2:20 




an electrode terminal disposed 
near the distal end, and 


3 


3:9^49 


3:5-36 


3:35 


3:30 


2:20 




a connector near the proximal 
end of the shaft electrically 
coupling the electrode terminal 
to the electrosurgical power 
supply; 


3 


3:9^9 


3:5-36 


3:35 


3:30 


2:20 




a return electrode electrically 
coupled to the electrosurgical 
power supply; and 


3 


3:9-49 




4:45 


3:30 


2:35 




an electrically conducting fluid 
supply for directing electrically 
conducting fluid to the target 
site such that 


6 


- 












the electrically conducting fluid 
generates a current flow path 
between the return electrode and 
the electrode terminal. 


6 














46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurRical probe. 




4:27-33 




3:52-66 




3:12-27 




47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 
















an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, 








3:52-66 




3:12-27 




the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 












Fig. 3 




55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
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Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


57 


58 


59 


60 


61 


62 


63 


the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 








4:15-29 


5:10-28 


3:28-60 




56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
natientJs.hody_. 


4:20-5:5 


3:30-49 


1:5-12 






2:14-20 


3:21-32 


58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 










4:28-48 






59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
(RMSY 










4:28-48 




3:21-32 
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Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


64 


65 


66 


67 


68 


69 


70 


45. An electrosurgical system 
for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a structure within 
or on a patient's body, the 
system comprising: 
















a high frequency power supply; 


2:5 


5:34 


2:1 


2:35 


3:25 


3:20 


2:38 


an electrosurgical probe 
comnrisini? a shaft havin.2 a 
proximal end and a distal end, 


4:25 


5:34 


3:14 


2:35 


3:25 


3:20 


2:38 


an electrode terminal disposed 
near the distal end, and 


4:25 


5:34 


3:14 


2:35 


3:25 


3:20 


2:38 


a connector near the proximal 
end of the shaft etectrically 

mi inline? thf* flectrrwie terminal 

KtSJIXyllllg lilt vivwuuuv inuiai 

to the electrosurgical power 
supply; 


4:25 


5:34 


3:14 


2:35 


3:25 


3:20 


2:38 


a return electrode electrically 
coupled to the electrosurgical 

power supply, oiiu 


2:5 


5:34 


2:1 


2:35 


3:25 


3:20 


2:38 


an electrically conducting fluid 

cunnlv far rlirpetino electrical lv 

conducting fluid to the target 
site such that 




2:10, 6:65 


2:10 


4:10 






3:1 


the electrically conducting fluid 
generates a current flow path 
between the return electrode and 
the electrode terminal. 





2:10, 6:65 


2:10 


4:10 






3:1 


46. An electrosurgical system as 

in flaim 4S whprein 

111 IsluLlll VTlJtitdli 
















the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 








4:37-52 


4:33-43 




2:37-46 


47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 














an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, 








4:37-52 


4:33-43 




2:58-66 


the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 
















55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
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Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


64 


65 


66 


67 


68 


69 


70 


the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


5:44-63 


5:20-36 


1:63-2:17 


4:37-52 


4:33-43 


3:13-16 


2:37-46 


56. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
narient's hodv. 


15:62-16:7 






1:10-15 








58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 




6:25-40 












59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 
















the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
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Exhibit B: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


71 


72 


73 


74 


45. An electrosurgical system 
for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a structure within 
or on a patient's body, the 
system comprising: 










a high frequency power supply; 


3:43-4:18 


2:30 


4:35 


SN61173 


an electrosurgical probe 
comprising a shaft having a 
proximal end and a distal end, 


rigs. 1-6 


2:30 


4:35 




an electrode terminal disposed 
near the distal end, and 


Figs. 1-6 


2:30 


4:35 


SN61187 


a connector near the proximal 
end of the shaft electrically 
coupling the electrode terminal 
to the electrosurgical power 

supply; 


Figs. 1-6 


2:30 


4:35 


SN61187 


a return electrode electrically 
coupled to the electrosurgical 
power supply; and 


3:43-4:18 


2:30 


4:35 


SN61173 


an electrically conducting fluid 
supply for directing electrically 
conducting fluid to the target 
site such that 








SN61187 


the electrically conducting fluid 
generates a current flow path 
between the return electrode and 
the electrode terminal. 








SN61187 


46. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 45, wherein 










the return electrode forms a 
portion of the shaft of the 
electrosurgical probe. 






5:36-58 


SN61186 


47. An electrosurgical system as 
in claim 46 further including 










an insulating member 
circumscribing the return 
electrode, 






3. jo-jo 


QXJX 1 I 9 A 

oINOi Io*fr 


the return electrode being 
sufficiently spaced from the 
electrode terminal to minimize 
direct contact between the return 
electrode and the patient's 
tissue. 




2:29-36 




SN61173 


55. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 











Page 21 of 22 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '536 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


71 


72 


73 


74 


the electrode terminal comprises 
a single active electrode 
disposed near the distal end of 
the shaft. 


3:43-53 


2:36-41 


6:8-22 


SN61173 


56. The electrosurgica! system 
of claim 45 wherein 










the target site is selected from 
the group consisting essentially 
of the abdominal cavity, 
thoracic cavity, knee, shoulder, 
hip, hand, foot, elbow, mouth, 
spine, ear, nose, throat, 
epidermis and dermis of the 
natient** hodv 




2:63-68 


3:26-34 


SN61183 


58. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 










the frequency of the voltage 
applied between the return 
electrode and the electrode 
terminal is in the range of about 
20 kHz and 20 Mhz. 








SN61173 


59. The electrosurgical system 
of claim 45 wherein 










the voltage applied between the 
electrode terminal and the return 
electrode is in the range from 10 
volts (RMS) to 1000 volts 
fRMSV 






6:23-33 


SN61173 
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Exhibit C; 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



jclaim text \ reference 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


11. A method for applying energy to a target 
Isite on a natient bodv structure comDrisins: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


1:15-27 


207 


3:48-4:14 


1:5-22 


58-60 


3:3-7 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


1:15-27 


207 : 


1:5-2:2 


58-60 


3:3-7 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 

an *»li»f trii"*nlH/ tfvtnrliir'Hno tprmrna 1 f ci^l" unH 




211 


9:9-25 


1:38-44 






applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 

eiecuuuc, uic iiigu ucifudii*jr vuiutgc ucing 

ctk-PFt/^t^nt #r\ %rsm/M*i*7^ th/» fluiH in n thin tavf*r 

sunicieni 10 vaporize uic iiuiu in a uiiii layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of i 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vanor laver. 










58,61 





13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at 1f»5*ct ji nnrtion nf the enertrv infliired i<i in 

thf» frvrm rtf nhntrmc hnvincr a wavplpn at h in 
UIC 11HIU vll pllUlVFJ_U> Jiaviii£ a wavciuigui ui 

the ultraviolet spectrum. 














17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




211 






58 




1 R The method of claim 1 wherein 

J V« M Uv UiVUlVU vl VAUU i-A JI TfUVI vUl 














the hiah frenmencv voltage is in the ran*?e 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




211 


• 




58 




2 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 

in thf> nnop frrwn 0 S tn 10 mm 
ill UIC ItUlgC Uvlli V.~> Lv» 1 v» llllll. 












3:22-40 


23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 






5:3-5 








24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 






5:3-5 








28. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and a return 
electrode electrically coupled to a high 
frequency voltage source; 


1:15-27 


207 


3:48-4:14 


1:5-2:2 


58-60 


3:3-7 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



jjclaim text \ reference 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


p sitioning the electrode terminal in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting fluid; and 




211 


9:9-25 


1:38-44 






applying a high frequency voltage between 
nthe electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to impart sufficient energy into the 

large i sue 10 aUiciLc uic wKxy miuliiuc 
without causing substantial tissue necrosis 
below the surface of the body structure 
underlying the ablated body structure. 










58 





29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 















vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 






inherent 




58,61 




inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 














47. The method of claims 23 or 48 wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
mm , 






2:36-3:25 








48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




211 






58 




49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 















the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




211 






58 




50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48 further 
comprising 








I 






evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 






8:10-9:8 


3:10-28 







Page 2 of 26 



Exhibit C: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


7 


8 i 9 


10 


11 


12 


1 1. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 












providing an electrode terminal and 


2:44-66 


1 2:33-52 


4:18-28 


2 


528 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


2:44^66 


I 


2:33-52 


4:18-28 


2 


528 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 




5 


2:40-63 






528 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
Rterminal and to induce the discharge of 
Benenrv to the target site in contact with the 
Bvanor laver. 




1,6 




6:54-7:5 






13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 








5M-66 






17. Hie method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 








18. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 






1 - JH-JJ 








21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of die electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 


3:17-32 








2:1-14 




23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 




inherent 








529 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 




inherent 








529 


28. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and a return 
electrode electrically coupled to a high 
frequency voltage source; 


2:44-66 


1 


2:33-52 


4:18-28 


2 


528 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


1 positioning the electrode terminal in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting fluid; and 




5 


2:40-63 






528 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to impart sufficient energy into the 
target site to ablate the body structure 
without causing substantia] tissue necrosis 
below the surface of the body structure 

i in Hf»H vino thf ahlatpH Knrh/ ctrtt/*fiii-<* 

miLICl lyill^ Ulv aUlalvU UVUY 5UUVUUv> 




1 










29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 




1,6 




6:54-7:5 






inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 








5:58-66 






47. The method of claims 23 or 48 wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50 mm 2 . 










3 




48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 








49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 








50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48 further 
comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 






2:40-63 
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claim text \ reference 


13 j 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


4:15; 7:38- 
50 


1:5-17 


845-46 


6:1-30 


1:12-37 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


4:1 5; 7:38- 
50 




1:5-17 


845-46 


6:1-30 


1:12-37 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 

an Alp**trir k 2tl1v ronHnrtiricF terminal Tcirl* anH 






5:26-30 


848 




3:67-4:3 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 

i»1^/*1toHp thf* htofi fTf > mif*nf"V voltaop hpinu 

ClCVUVAJCj U1G lllgll Uwi^Ufcll^J VVllugt* Uvlllg 
ci ■ ffir' W*r\t trv irainnri7A fn*> fluiH in s» thin lavpr 

suiiicictii io vaporize inc uuiu in a uuii layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the. target site in contact with the 
yaonr laver. 


4:47 




1:33-40 






inherent 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 












at iftast a nortinn of thf* pnprp'V tnrfiicpd is in 

dl lMUl <X \J*Jl IIU11 \Jl lilts t/lltl £jr lllUUV^U ID 111 

thf» form of* nhotonQ havino a wa vp 1 f»n oth in 
Uic iviiiii Vii jJiiv/iuiu* Having a rvuvciciigui ill 

the ultraviolet spectrum. 






3:31-33 


845 






17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 





7:26- 
42;Fig. 6 








8:30-39 


IS Thft mptnod of claim 1 whftrpin 














the hif*h freauencv volta.ee is in the ranee 

UJv IUL1I U vUUvUVT TvlUtgv AO Ul UIv lUllgv 

from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




7:26- 
42;Fig.6 










2 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 

in thp ranpp from ft 5 tn 10 mm 

Ul UiV Iculgt UU111 \t*J t\f IV 111111. 














23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 














24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 














28. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and a return 
electrode electrically coupled to a high 
frequency voltage source; 


4:15; 7:38- 
50 




1:5-17 


845-46 


6:1-30 


1:12-37 
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claim text \ reference 


f 13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


positioning the electrode terminal in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting fluid; and 






5:26-30 


848 




3:67^:3 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to impart sufficient energy into the 
target site to ablate the body structure 
without causing substantial tissue necrosis 
below the surface of the body structure 
underlying the ablated body structure. 






5:53-54, 

£•77 90 


848 






29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 


4:47 




1:33-40 






inherent 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 






3:31-33 


845 






47. The method of claims 23 or 48 wherein 




! 








the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50 mm 2 . 


11:62- 
12:34 












48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




7:26-42; 
Fig. 6 








8:30-39 


49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




7:26-42; 
Fig. 6 










50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48 further 
comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 
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claim text \ reference 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
*ite on a natient bodv structure comorisine* 














providing an electrode terminal and 


2:33-46 


2:35-58 


333 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


2:33-46 


2:35-58 


333 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an eieciricairy conauciuig terminal isicj, ana 


1:34-38 


2:35-58 


334 


2:21-58 


2:42-68; 
3:66 


1425 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vanor laver. 














|l3. The method of claim 1 wherein 














Ijot forgot ca r\/\r4i/\r% trio afm; ir*i~ii ijt*^#1 i c in 

I at least a ponion 01 me energy lnuucea is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
Bthe ultraviolet spectrum. 














17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 










3:30-38 




l o. i ne meuiou 01 cisum 1 wucrcui 














me mgn rrequency voltage is in uie range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 










3:30-38 




Zl. 1 11C 111CU1UU \JL WridULI 1 WliCICUl 














UIC iilbulllv<w UCIWCCii lilt IllvJol LuUAUIluJ 

portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in me range irom sj.j to iu mm. 














23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














me iiLfuiu jjiidoc ui uic cicvujwaiijr 

conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 






334 


2:47-51 


3:65-68 


1426 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 






334 


2:47- 
51;Fig. 1 


3:65-68 


1426 


28. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and a return 
electrode electrically coupled to a high 
frequency voltage source; 


2:33-46 


2:35-58 


333 


i 

2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 
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claim text \ reference 


r 19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


positioning the electrode terminal in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting fluid; and 


1:34-38 


2:35-58 


334 


2:21-58 


2:42-68; 
3:66 


1425 


applying a high frequency voltage between 

t r> a a \e>s+1~r/ m \f\t* tArminil on/1 trio fAhirn 

electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to impart sufficient energy into the 
target site to ablate the body structure 
without causing substantial tissue necrosis 
below the surface of the body structure 
underlying the ablated body structure. 






jj / 








Z7. i nc nicuiou 01 claim zo wnercin uic 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 














inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 














47. The method of claims 23 or 48 wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50 mm . 






333 


5:31-33 




1425 


48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 










3:30-38 




A Q TVtp mf>th\r\A /if rlaimc 0 A anrl Oft u/tir»r«*in 
t7. 1 IIC llJCUlUU Ul CldlJUi OllU X.O WUCXCill 














Hip h 1 oh fr¥V111f*ntf*Y/ \ir\\tnOf k ic in fllP ron no 

uic ingu iicijuciicy vuiiagc Ja iJi uic laiigc 

from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














50 The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target she. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48 further 
comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 
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{[claim text \ reference 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


1. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


99 


1383 


2:38-66 


2:23-33 


67-68 


4:32-5:10 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


99 


1383 


2:38-66 


2:23-33 


67-68 


4:32-5:10 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


100 


1383 


1:18; 3:48- 
53 


5:28-31 


68 


4:48-58 


[applying a high frequency voltage between 
[the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vannr laver 




1382-83 


inherent 






inherent 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 












at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 




1382 






68 


5:11-27 


17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 




1 8. The method of claim 1 wherem 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 




21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 




1383 










23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














die liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 




im. i ne memou oi ciaim i wnerein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 


7:3-8:5 


28. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and a return 
electrode electrically coupled to a high 
frequency voltage source; 


99 


1383 


2:38-66 


2:23-33 


67-68 


432-5:10 
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Ilclaim text \ reference 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


positioning the electrode terminal in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting fluid; and 


100 


1383 


1:18; 3:48- 
53 


5:28-31 


68 


4.48-58 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to impart sufficient energy into the 
tttarget site to ablate the body structure 
without causing substantial tissue necrosis 
below the surface of the body structure 
underlying the ablated body structure. 




1383 






68-70 




29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 




1382-83 


inherent 






inherent 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 




1382 






68 


5:11-27 


47. The method of claims 23 or 48 wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50 mm 2 . 




1383 






68 




48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 




49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 




50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 




1383-84 






68 




54. The method of claims 23 or 48 further 
comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction rumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 
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claim text \ reference 


31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


36 


L A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


2:45-58 




2:45-69 


42 


248 


4:4-39 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


2:45-58 




2:45-69 


42 


248 


4:4-39 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


3:31; 7:65 




2:45-69 


43 


248 


7:30-32 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode the hieh freouencv voltage being 
srufficient to vanoriTe the fluid in a thin laver 
over at least a portion of the electrode 

tprmtna! anH tn inrhipp thp rtiopHarop of* 

Li/l 1 1 111 ICLJ CUIV1 lu U1UUI/V UK* VAJOVliCUK\< \J I 

energy iu uic uugci sue m Luiiuid wim uic 
vanor laver. 














13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 














17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














die high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




8 










18. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




8 










21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 


2:45-67 










6:34-37 


23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 


7:3-8:5 




5:4-30 




248 


7:26-52 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 










248 


7:26-52 


28. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and a return 
electrode electrically coupled to a high 
frequency voltage source; 


2:45-58 




2:45-69 


42 


248 


4:4-39 
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jclaim text \ reference 


31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


36 


[positioning the electrode terminal in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting fluid; and 


3:31; 7:65 




2:45-69 


43 


248 


7:30-32 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to impart sufficient energy into the 
target site to ablate the body structure 
without causing substantial tissue necrosis 
below the surface of the body structure 

iinnprlvmo tnA onlirtA/i no/ivr cfnif^rtifA 
UJIUCI IjrlJlg UIC (tUldlCU LMJUy £>U ULLUIC. 















29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 














inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 














47. The method of claims 23 or 48 wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50 mm 2 . 


6:14-37 










5:5-20 


48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 




8 










49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




8 










50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48 further 
comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 


2:45-3:10 
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claim text \ reference 


37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


42 


1 . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


662-63 


1168 


5:1-47 


2:62-65 


291 


275 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


662-63 


1168 


5:1-47 


2:62-65 


291 


275 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 

stn ^Ippfrr/^n llv i % nnHiir > tin<7 tprminal fcid" 5»nH 
all ClvCUivailj vUllUUl'Llllg iCllllLUai LMwj, aJlU 


663 


1168 




2:37-42 


291 


275 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 

plA^tnvlP trt^ lit oh frwin^nrv \tt\\tno& K^in o 
GJCVUUUC, UIv lUKil LlPUUCJtVjr V Ullage UCLUg 

sumcieni 10 vaporize mc nuia in a unn layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vapor laver. 




1170 










13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at lf*5*Qt si twtifin of thf* <*nf»rcrv infliirpH in 
ai ltoji a y\Ji nun \ji uiv cucij^jr uilluvcu 0 lij 

f hp form of nfintniK Kin vino 9 wnvplpncrfh in 

UIC lUJ ill Ul pUUlUHO UaYUlg a noY GlCil^LLl 111 

the ultraviolet spectrum. 






1:26-37 








17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














18 The method of claim 1 wherein 














fhp hich frennenrv voltapp i<; in the ranfrp 

UIU iljl^il UbUUblll/V fUlUIKl/ 13 111 UIw lulled 

from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














2 1 The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most nroximal 

Ulv UIOUUlvv VvImVwU lilw 1 1 XV/«3 K Ul VAIUIUI 

portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 

in the ranfe from 0 5 to 10 mm 














23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 


662 


1168 




5:62-6:19 


291 


275 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 


662 


1168 






291 


275 


28. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and a return 
electrode electrically coupled to a high 
frequency voltage source; 


662-63 


1168 


5:1-47 


2:62-65 


291 


275 
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claim text \ reference 


37 


38 


39 40 


41 


42 


positioning the electrode terminal in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting fluid; and 


663 


1168 


: . 2:37-42 


291 


275 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to impart sufficient energy into the 
target site to ablate the body structure 
without causing substantia] tissue necrosis 
below the surface of the body structure 
nnderlvine the ablated bodv structure 








i 


293 


276 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 




1170 










inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 






1:26-37 








47. The method of claims 23 or 48 wherein 












the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50 mm 2 . 




1168 




5:59-61 






48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














50. Hie method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48 further 
comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 








5:43-53 
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claim text \ reference 


43 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


1. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


2:8-4:10 


2:26-51 


4:21-5:6 


2:31-53 


1:34 


2:28 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


2:8-4:10 


226-51 


4:21-5:6 


2:31-53 


1:34 


2:28 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


11 




3:48-55 


6:42 


6:4-60 


5:39 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vanor laver 






inherent 


inherent 




inherent 


1 3. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 














17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














18. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 














23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 






3:48-4:7 


6:39-45 




5:65-6:19 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 






3:48-4:7 






5:65-6:19 


28. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and a return 
electrode electrically coupled to a high 
frequency voltage source; 


2:8-4:10 


2:26-51 


4:21-5:6 


2:31-53 


1:34 


2:28 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



Ilclaim text \ reference 


43 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


positioning the electrode terminal in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting fluid; and 


11 




3:48-55 


6:42 


6:4-60 


5:39 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to impart sufficient energy into the 

taroet ^ite t<\ ablate the bodv structure 

without causing substantial tissue necrosis 
below the surface of the body structure 
underlying ine aojatea Docry suucrure. 




1:66-68 


3:64-65 








29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 






inherent 


inherent 




inherent 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 














47. The method of claims 23 or 48 wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
d\j mm, . 














48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48 further 
comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 


2:8-18 




3:40-47 


6:39-45 




3:65-4:17 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


49 


50 


51 


52 


53 


54 


1. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


1:55 


2:21-63 


2:41-3:58 


3:1-32 


2:28-55 


670 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


1:55 


2:21-63 


2:41-3:58 


3:1-32 


2:28-55 


670 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


1:65 


2:2-20 


3:53 


1:38 


3:63-2:1 


672 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
enerev to the target site in contact with the 
vanor laver. 






inherent 


4:10 






13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 








4:3-18 




670 


17. The method of claim 1 wherein 






j 






the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 












670 


18. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 














23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 


3:45-68 


- 


3:35-57 


2:24-29 






24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 






3:35-57 


2:24-29 






28. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 












providing an electrode terminal and a return 
electrode electrically coupled to a high 
frequency voltage source; 


1:55 


2:21-63 


2:41-3:58 


3:1-32 


2:28-55 


670 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


49 


50 


51 


52 


53 


54 


positioning the electrode terminal in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting fluid; and 


1:65 


2:2-20 


3:53 


1:38 


3:63-2:1 


672 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to impart sufficient energy into the 
largei sue 10 aoiaic uie oouy siruciure 
without causing substantial tissue necrosis 
below the surface of the body structure 
underlying the ablated body structure. 














?Q The method of claim wherein the 

J 

applying step comprises: 















vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 






inherent 


4:10 






inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 








4:3-18 




670 


47. The method of claims 23 or 48 wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
!>u mm . 




3:40-50 










48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 












670 


49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




, 










50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48 further 
comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 


5:16-23 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


55 


56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


L A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


2:7-46 


1:61-2:12 


3 


3:9-49 




4:45 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


2:7-46 


1:61-2:12 


3 


3:9-49 




4:45 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


1:52-55 




6 






5:40 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vaoor layer. 














13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 


3:15-31 






1:42-53 






17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














18. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 














23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 






6:7-15 








24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 






6:7-15 








28. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and a return 
electrode electrically coupled to a high 
frequency voltage source; 


2:7-46 


1:61-2:12 


3 


3:9-49 




4:45 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


55 


56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


positioning the electrode terminal in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting fluid; and 


1:52-55 




6 






5:40 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to impart sufficient energy into the 

tarcrpt cite to ablate the bodv structure 

without causing substantial tissue necrosis 
below the surface of the body structure 
underlying the ablated body structure. 






7 








29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 












* 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 


3:15-31 






1:42-53 






47. The method of claims 23 or 48 wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 

Sft mm^ 
j\j mill 














48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48 farther 
comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end j 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


61 


62 


63 


64 


65 


66 


I . A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and 


3:30 


2:35 




2:5 


5:34 


2:1 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
Hhigh frequency voltage source; 


3:30 


2:35 




2:5 


5:34 


2:1 


^positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


11:65-66 


4:10-29 






2:10; 6:65 


2:10 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 

terminal nnH to inrhi^p thp Hi^duirpp fvf 
r*T\r*rcr\f ts\ tt-if* tnrot^t ciff in rnntsrt with thf* 

Cllvlgjr V*J UlC UligCl ollC LLl VCMllaUl Willi U1C 

vanor laver. 










6:56 




13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 


13:3-4 


4:6-9 


4:21-32 




6:50-63 


1:63-2:17 


17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 




3:21-32 








1 8. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 












21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 














23. Hie method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 










6:64-7:10 


3:24-33 


24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 










6:64-7:10 


3:24-33 


28. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and a return 
electrode electrically coupled to a high 
frequency voltage source; 


3:30 


2:35 




2:5 


5:34 


2:1 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



Iclaim text \ reference 


r 6i 


62 


63 


64 


65 


66 


Jpositioning the electrode terminal in close 
[proximity to the target site in the presence of 
Ian electrically conducting fluid; and 


11:65-66 


4:10-29 






2:10; 6:65 


2:10 


Happlying a high frequency voltage between 
|the electrode terminal and the return 
[(electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
•sufficient to impart sufficient energy into the 
■target site to ablate the body structure 
■without causing substantia] tissue necrosis 
flbelow the surface of the body structure 
underlying the ablated body structure. 


12:35 








inherent 




29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 














vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 










6:56 




inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 


13:3-4 


4:6-9 


4:21-32 




6:50-63 


1:63-2:17 


47. The method of claims 23 or 48 wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50 mm 2 . 














48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 




3:21-32 








49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 












50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 










5:55-61; 
8:19-31 




54. The method of claims 23 or 48 further 
comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 




4:30^46 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



(claim text \ reference 


67 


68 69 


70 


71 


72 


jl. A method for applying energy to a target 
usite on a patient body structure comprising: 












^providing an electrode terminal and 


2:35 


3:25 


3:20 


2:38 


3:43-4:18 


2:30 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


2:35 


3:25 


3:20 


2:38 


3:43-4:18 


2:30 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 

an pleftrieallv rondnctinp terminal f<sicl* artH 


4:10 






3:1 




4:33 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 

^lf-rrrnHp th^ hi oh rr<*rmf i nr*v vnltaop Kwmtio 

onfTifi^nt tf\ vanoriT 1 ** th^ fhiiH in a thin la-v/^r 
jUlilvlUll l\J \ay\Jl MJZ, UlC 11U1U 111 a U1U1 lay CI 

over at least a portion of the electrode 
terminal and to induce the discharge of 
energy to the target site in contact with the 
vanor laver. 














13. The method of claim 1 wherein 














at least a nortion of the enenrv induced in 
the form of nhotnn<i havtnp a wavelenoth in 

the ultraviolet spectrum. 






1:22-34 




7:17-37 




17. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak 














1 8. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the hif*h freouencv voltace is in the ranpe 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the ranee from 0 5 to 1 0 mm 

MJLM UIV lUtigv 11 Will V**/ 11/ 1 V Jlllil. 














23. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 


4:4-1 1 






2:67-3:8 






24. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 


4.4-11 






2:67-3:8 






28. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 














providing an electrode terminal and a return 
electrode electrically coupled to a high 
frequency voltage source; 


2:35 


3:25 


3:20 


2:38 


3:43-4:18 


2:30 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


67 


68 69 


70 


71 


72 


positioning the electrode terminal in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting fluid; and 


4:10 






3:1 




4:33 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to impart sufficient energy into the 
target sue 10 duidie uic oouy suuciure 
without causing substantial tissue necrosis 
below the surface of the body structure 
underlying the ablated body structure. 






! 1 






. ... . . 


79 The method of claim IK wherein the 

applying step comprises: 












vaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 














inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 






1 :22-34 




7:17-37 




47. The method of claims 23 or 48 wherein 














the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
3U mm . 












2:42-54 


48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 














49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 














50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 














the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 














54. The method of claims 23 or 48 further 
comprising 














evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen having a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 


3:64-4:3 


2:65-3:22 




3:44-53 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '882 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


73 


74 


1. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 






providing an electrode terminal and 


4:35 


SN61173 


a return electrode electrically coupled to a 
high frequency voltage source; 


4:35 


SN61173 


positioning the active electrode in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting terminal [sic]; and 


6:45-55 


SN61174 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to vaporize the fluid in a thin layer 
over at least a portion of the electrode 

terminal anrl trt inrlnrf thf* Hi<?rhar0f* f»f 

ICI UlUIAl (Mill IU UlUUvv LI lis UloVJlCU ELVs ul 

onArm/ tt\ ttiA tarty (*t cit** in r*onfnr > t u/itn tn<* 

energy iu uic uu^ci aiic m v/uiiMtui wiui uic 
vannr laver. 




SN61173 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 






at least a portion of the energy induced is in 
the form of photons having a wavelength in 
the ultraviolet spectrum. 


2:22-34 




17. The method of claim 1 wherein 






the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 


6:23-33 


SN61173 


1 8. The method of claim 1 wherein 






the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




SN61173 


21. The method of claim 1 wherein 






the distance between the most proximal 
portion of the electrode terminal and the 
most distal portion of the return electrode is 
in the range from 0.5 to 10 mm. 




SN61186 


23. The method of claim 1 wherein 






the liquid phase of the electrically 
conducting fluid has a conductivity greater 
than 2 mS/cm. 




SN61174 


24. The method of claim I wherein 






the liquid phase of the electrically 
conductive fluid comprises isotonic saline. 




SN61174 


28. A method for applying energy to a target 
site on a patient body structure comprising: 






providing an electrode terminal and a return 
electrode electrically coupled to a high 
frequency voltage source; 


4:35 


SN61173 
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claim text \ reference 


73 


74 


positioning the electrode terminal in close 
proximity to the target site in the presence of 
an electrically conducting fluid; and 


6:45-55 


SN61174 


applying a high frequency voltage between 
the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode, the high frequency voltage being 
sufficient to impart sufficient energy into the 
target site to ablate the body structure 
without causing substantial tissue necrosis 
below the surface of the body structure 
underlying the ablated body structure. 




SN61171 


29. The method of claim 28 wherein the 
applying step comprises: 






Bvaporizing the electrically conducting fluid 
in a thin layer over at least a portion of the 
electrode terminal; and 




SN61173 


inducing the discharge of photons to the 
target site in contact with the vapor layer. 


2:22-34 




47. The method of claims 23 or 48 wherein 






the electrode terminal has a contact surface 
area in the range of about 0.25 mm 2 to 
50 mm 2 . 




SN61173 


48. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 






the high frequency voltage is at least 200 
volts peak to peak. 


6:23-33 


SN61173 


49. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 






the high frequency voltage is in the range 
from about 500 to 1400 volts peak to peak. 




SN61173 


50. The method of claims 26 and 28 wherein 






the electrode terminal is positioned between 
0.02 to 2.0 mm from the target site. 




SN61173 


54. The method of claims 23 or 48 further 
comprising 






evacuating fluid generated at the target site 
with a suction lumen haying a distal end 
adjacent the electrode terminal. 




inherent 
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Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '592 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


1. A method for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a body structure on or within 
a patient's body, the method comprising: 














positioning an electrode terminal into at least 
close proximity with the target site in the 
presence of an electrically conductive fluid; 


2:1-17 


206,211 


9:9-25 


1 .J o-4*», 

1:11-15 


58 




positioning a return electrode within the 
electrically conductive fluid such that the 
return electrode is not in contact with the 
body structure to generate a current flow 
path between the electrode terminal and the 
return electrode; and 














applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the electrode terminal, through 
the region of the target site, and to the return 
{electrode through the current flow path. 


1:15-27 


207 


3:48-4:14 


1:5-2:2 


58-60 


3:3-7 


|3. Hie method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 






53-5; 9:8- 
25 






2:55-3:2 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 














4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






5:3-5; 9:8- 
25 








9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














die electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft 


1:40-55 


206 


8:10-9:8 


3:10-28 


58 


2:54-57 


1 1. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






5:3-5 








13. The method of claim 1 wherein 
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|claim text \ reference | 


1 ! 2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


lithe return electrode is spaced from the 
lelectrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
[tissue structure immersed in electrically 
productive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
[electrically conductive fluid completes a 
Conduction path between the electrode 

[terminal and the return electrode 


1 
1 












lift The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














lannh/ino a sufficient hiph freouencv voltaee 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
k nductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
[portion of the electrode terminal and to 
jjuiaucc me oiscnarge oi energy io me largex 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 




58,61 




21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 

VUJlo pCaA IU |/C<UV. 




211 






58 




23. A method for applying electrical energy 
to a target site on a body structure on or 
wiinin a paneni s ooay, me meuiou 
comprising: 














contacting an active electrode with the body 
structure in the presence of an electrically 


2:1-17 


211 


9:9-25 


1:38-44, 
1:11-15 


58 




<;nacinp a return electrode awav from the 

O Iv Cl^- HlCL %L IblUlU VlWVU VUV O.VT UJ IIVIJI Ulv 

body structure in the presence of die 














applying a high frequency voltage difference 
hetween the active electrode and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the active electrode, through the 
electrically conductive fluid, and to the 
return electrode. 


1:15-27 


207 


3:48-4:14 


1:5-2:2 


58-60 


3:3-7 


26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 






5:3-5; 9:8- 
25 






2:55-3:2 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 
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1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 : 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 






5:3-5; 9:8- 
25 








delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


■ - 


■ 


2:55-3:2 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
Jinstniment shaft 


1:40-55 


206 


8:10-9:8 


3:10-28 


58 


2:54-57 


S32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






5:3-5 








34 The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 

7kc\\ v** **lw*tnr>Hp ctifh that whpn tVi^ artivp 

electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 

return elerirnde 














39 The method of claim 93 further 

comprising 


. 












armrvinf? a sufficient hieh freoiiencv voltage 
difFerence to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 





inherent 




58,61 




42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




211 






58 
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8 


9 


10 11 


12 


1 . A method for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a body structure on or within 
a patient's body, the method comprising: 








i 




positioning an electrode terminal into at least 
close proximity with the target site in the 
presence of an electrically conductive fluid; 


3:33-44 


1,4-5 


2:40-63 


. 7:2-5 


! 

1 

1 


528-29 


positioning a return electrode within the 
electrically conductive fluid such that the 
return electrode is not in contact with the 
bodv structure to generate a current flow 
path between the electrode terminal and the 
return electrode* and 




1 










applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the electrode terminal, through 
the region of the target site, and to the return 
electrode through the current flow path. 


2:44-66 


1 


2:33-52 


4:18-28 


2 


528 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electricallv conductive fluid and 




11 


2:40-63 






529 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 

electrode terminal and thp rptirrn plertrodp 




Ml 










4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 




11 


2:40-63 






529 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft 


2:67-3:16 


7 


7:58-68 


4:44-64 


3 


530 


1 1. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 




inherent 








529 


13. The method of claim I wherein 
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7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

lAPWHtinl r%w%*4 frnA «-^v4^i « ■ m\ AlA/«fr/v/f a 




1,11 










1 8. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 

induce t\\p- Hi^oharo^ of pnprov tn tli^ tnro&t 

LI1UUWV Ulw UlavlUUcb vJA VI Itsl >tJ> %\J UlV lulled 

site in contact with the vapor layer. 




1,6 




6:54-7:5 






21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts nealc to neak 






1:34-53 








23. A method for applying electrical energy 
to a target site on a body structure on or 

within a natient 1 ^ hodv the method 
comprising: 














contacting an active electrode with the body 
structure in the presence of an electrically 
conductive fluid; 


3:33-44 


1,4-5 


2:40-63 


7:2-5 




528-29 


spacing a return electrode away from the 
body structure in the presence of the 
electrically conductive fluid; and 




. 1 










applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the active electrode and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the active electrode, through the 
electrically conductive fluid, and to the 
return electrode. 


2:44-66 


1 


2:33-52 


4:18-28 


2 


528 


26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 




11 


2:40-63 






529 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 




1, 11 
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7 


8 


9 


10 


11 


12 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 




11 


2:40-63 






529 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


2:67-3:16 


7 


7:58-68 


4:44-64 


3 


530 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 




inherent 








529 


34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
rp.hirn ftlftrtrodp. 




Ml 










39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 















applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 




1,6 




6:54-7:5 






42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 






1:34-53 
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14 


15 16 


17 




I . A method for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a body structure on or within 
a patient's body, the method comprising: 














positioning an electrode terminal into at least 
close proximity with the target site in the 
presence of an electrically conductive fluid; 






1 -52-56 
5:26-30, 
7:59-62, 
3:59-61, 
6:23-27 


846-47 


5:25-33 


3:67-4:3 


positioning a return electrode within the 
electrically conductive fluid such that the 
return electrode is not in contact with the 
bodv structure to penerate a current flow 

UvUT vU UviUl V- IU C.V>Ilvl C4A\s U XsULJ 1 WAIL llv *f 

path between the electrode terminal and the 

return f»l<*f tr-nHf* * anH 






3:5-20 








applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the electrode terminal, through , 
the region of the target site, and to the return 
electrode through the current flow path. 


4:15; 7:38- 
50 




1:5-17 


845-46 


6:1-30 


1:12-37 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the eleetricallv conductive fluid and 






7:45-62 






1:65-2:21 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 

plppfmrlp terminal anrl thp return p]pY*tiw1f» 

Id 111 Li id 1 ailU UIC 1 CI 111 11 VsvlC . 






3:5-20; 
5:21-30 








4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






7:45-62 






1:65-2:21 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft 


6:45-54 




4:66-5:2 


845 


3:1-52 


1:15-36 


1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 














13. The method of claim 1 wherein 
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13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically j 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

terminal and the reftirn elerfroHp 






3:5-20; 
5:21-30 1 








HlR Thp mpthnrl rvf r (aim 1 fitrthpr 

IjlO. I UC IIICUIUU Ul wlCLUlI 1 1UJ UICJ 

comprising 














annh/ino a cnfflr-ipnt hi oh frpnnpnf'V vnlfapp 
a^JJSJjrlllg a oUlllW'Jdll Ml£il ll wlf Uvllvjr vuiiagv 

difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 


4:47 




l:33^t0 






inherent 


21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
voiis peaK io peax. 




7:26-42; 
Fi<* 6 










23. A method for applying electrical energy 
to a target site on a body structure on or 
within a patient's body, the method 
comprising: 














contacting an active electrode with the body 
structure in the presence of an electrically 
conductive fluid; 

. 






1:52-56, 
5:26-30, 
7:59-62, 
3:59-61, 
6:23-27 


846-47 


5:25-33 


3:67-4:3 


^rtarino a rptiim plerrrivle awav from the 

body structure in the presence of the 

plp/ s tr'i/*!»1lv fnnHiif*Hvp flnirl" unrl 
CIClHi Iwally vUilUUl/U vc LIU 111, auu 






3:5-20 








applying a high frequency voltage difference 

hprwppn thp active plprtrnde and the return 

electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the active electrode, through the 
electrically conductive fluid, and to the 
return electrode. 


4:15; 7:38- 
50 




1:5-17 


845-46 


6:1-30 


1:12-37 


26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 






7:45-62 






1:65-2:21 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 






3:5-20; 
5:21-30 
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13 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






7:45-62 






1:65-2:21 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


6:45-54 




4:66-5:2 


845 


3:1-52 


1:15-36 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 














34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 

rv^ftirn Hto fi p- 






3:5-20; 
5:21-30 








39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 


4:47 




1:33-40 






inherent 


42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




726-42; 
Fig. 6 











Page 9 of 39 



Exhibit D: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '592 patent may be found in each reference. 



jclaim text \ reference 
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20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


Jl. A method for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a body structure on or within 
a patient's body, the method comprising: 














positioning an electrode terminal into at least 
close proximity with the target site in the 
presence of an electrically conductive fluid; 


1:34-38 


2:35-58 


332, 334 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


positioning a return electrode within the 
electrically conductive fluid such that the 
return electrode is not in contact with the 
body structure to generate a current flow 
path between the electrode terminal and the 
return electrode; and 










2:42-68 




applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the electrode terminal, through 
the region of the target site, and to the return 
electrode through the current flow path. 


2:33-46 


2:35-58 


333 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


3:1-16 


2:59-3:5 


334 


2:25-31 


2:51-55 


1425 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 








2:25-31 


2:42-68; 
3:65-4:7 


1426 


4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 








■ — * 


t 




delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 








2:25-31; 
Figs. 1-2 


9»51 55 




9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


2:34-46 


2:35-58 


333 


2:41-43 


Fig. 9; 3:29 
30 


1425 


1 1. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






334 


2:47-51; 
Fig. 1 


3:65-68 


1426 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 
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19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

terminal and the. reh inuftlftctrnrift 








2:25-31 


2:42-68; 
3:65-4:7 


1426 


1 18. The method of claim 1 further 
[comprising 















{{applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
inHnrf> thp- Hi^rhflrop of* enerpv to the tared 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 














2 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 

voltQ nealc to nealc 










3:30-38 




23. A method for applying electrical energy 
to a target she on a body structure on or 

within a natif*nt\ hodv the method 

VY 1 til 111 <X ljailwlli o \J\J\Jljf j uiw uivuivu 

comprising: 














contacting an active electrode with the body 
structure in the presence of an electrically 
conductive fluid; 


1:34-38 


2:35-58 


334 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


spacing a return electrode away from the 
body structure in the presence of the 
electrically conductive fluid; and 










2:42-68 




applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the active electrode and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the active electrode, through the 
electrically conductive fluid, and to the 
return electrode. 


2:33-46 


2:35-58 


333 


2:21-58 


2:42-68 


1425 


26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


3:1-16 


2:59-3:5 


334 


2:25-31 


2:51-55 


1425 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 








2:25-31 


2:42-68; 
3:65-4:7 


1426 
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19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


24 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






334 


2:25-31; 
Figs. 1-2 


2:51-55 


1425 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
[electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


2:34-46 


2:35-58 


333 


2:41-43 


Fig. 9; 3:29 
30 


1425 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






334 


2:47-51; 
Fig.l 


3:65-68 


1426 


34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 








2:25-31 


2:42-68; 
3:65-4:7 


1426 


39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 














42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 










3:30-38 
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25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


1. A method for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a body structure on or within 

a paticnfs body, the method comprising: 
















positioning an electrode terminal into at least 
close proximity with the target site in the 
presence of an electrically conductive fluid; 


99-100 


1383 


3:48-53 


2:18,5:28- 
31 


68,71 


4:48-58, 
Fig. 5 


positioning a return electrode within the 
electrically conductive fluid such that the 
return electrode is not in contact with the 

Kwtv cin ir*f nr - ** tn opn pni f t* st piirrmt flow 

path between the electrode terminal and the 
return electrode^ and 




1383 








Fig. 5 


applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the electrode terminal, through 
the region of the target site, and to the return 
electrode through the current flow path. 


99 


1383 


2:38-66 


2:23-33 


67-68 


4:32-5:10 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
me eiectricaiiy conuucuve nuiu ana 


100 


1383 




5:12-35 


68 




nncifiAnino rMiim s*] t> r"tTT\f\t* within tJ»<» 

puMiiuuiiig uk return cjctuuuc wiuiui uic 

volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
eiecu oae terminal ana ine reium eiecxroae. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 


Fig. 5 


4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


100 


1383 








68 




9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft 


100 


1383 


1:26-50 


1:57-2:6 


68 


5:11-27 


1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 




13. The method of claim 1 wherein 
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25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

terminal and the. rfthirn ftlpctrndft 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 


Fig. 5 


18. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce me uisvnargc oi energy uj ujc uirgci 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 




1382-83 


inherent 






inherent 


21 . The method of claim I wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 

volte T>i*nlf tf\ np»V 




1383 






68 




23. A method for applying electrical energy 
to a target site on a body structure on or 

until in a r»TJ tifnt'c KnHv tVif* m#*tFinrl 
WIU1U1 a JJallClll o lA/Uj, LUC JJICUIUU 

comprising: 














contacting an active electrode with the body 
structure in the presence of an electrically 
conductive fluid; 


99-100 


1383 


3:48-53 


2:18, 5:28- 
31 


68 


4:48-58, 
Fig. 5 


spacing a return electrode away from the 
body structure in the presence of the 
electrically conductive fluid; and 




1383 








Fig. 5 


applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the active electrode and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the active electrode, through the 
electrically conductive fluid, and to the 
return electrode. 


99 


1383 


2:38-66 


2:23-33 


67-68 


4:32-5:10 


26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


100 


1383 




5:12-35 


68 




positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 


Fig. 5 
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claim text \ reference 


25 


26 


27 


28 


29 


30 


27. The method of claim 23 further 

ci"»mnri<nnt> 

VVllipi UUIg 














delivering the electrical Iv conductive fluid t(\ 

the target site. 


100 


1383 






68 




30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


100 


1383 


1:26-50 


1:57-2:6 


68 


5:11-27 


B32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














lithe electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


100 


1383 




1:57-2:6 


68 




jn, i ne meuiuu oi cioun /.y wnercin 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 

return elertfrode 


100 


1383 


— *•*•' — ■ 


1:57-2:6 


68 


Fig. 5 


37. ine mcmou oi ciaun zi runner 
comprising 














annlvint* a sufficient hii*h "frennenrv voltage 

difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 




1382-83 


inherent 






inherent 


42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




1383 






68 
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31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


36 


1 . A method for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a body structure on or within 
a patienfs body, the method comprising: 














positioning an electrode terminal into at least 
close proximity with the target site in the 
presence of an electrically conductive fluid; 


3:11-26, 
3:31,7:65 




2:45-69 


43 


248 


7:30-37 


positioning a return electrode within the 
electrically conductive fluid such that the 
return electrode is not in contact with the 
body structure to generate a current flow 
path between the electrode terminal and the 
return electrode; and 


Fig. 4 




Fig. 2 


44 






applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the electrode terminal, through 
the region of the target site, and to the return 
electrode through the current flow path. 


2:45-58 




2:45-69 


42 


248 


4:4-39 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


7:3-8:5 




5:4-30 




248 


7:26-52 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 


Fig. 4 




Fig. 2; 5:4- 
30 


44 




7:26-52 


4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 

delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 














2:45-3:10 








248 


7:26-52 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft 


5:17-31 










4:40-58 


1 1. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


7:3-8:5 








248 


7:26-52 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 















Page 16 of 39 



Exhibit D: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '592 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text V reference 


31 " 


32 


33 


34 


35 


36 


the return electrode is spaced from the 
plertrode terminal such that when the 

vlvvlivuv list l iiiucii juvti uiat >tijvu uiv ; 

electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically j 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

terminal thft return filprrrnrlft 


Fig. 4 




Fig. 2; 5:4- 
30 


44 




7:26-52 


l o. l ne meuiou ui iidim i luruitr 
comprising 















applying a suiiicieni nign uctjucnty voimgc 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 


- 












21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




8 










23. A method for applying electrical energy 
to a target site on a body structure on or 
within a patient* s body, the method 
comprising: 














contacting an active electrode with the body 
structure in the presence of an electrically 
conductive fluid; 


3:11-26, 
3:31,7:65 




2:45-69 


43 


248 


7:30-37 


cnnrinn o rphim 1 i*ct~rf^f l f j quriu ttytiti trip* 
bpal/lilg a iCtUiil ClClrUlHJv a. Way Uillll UiC 

body structure in the presence of the 
electrical ry conuuciive ijuiu, ana 


Fig. 4 




Fig. 2 


44 






applying a high frequency voltage difference 

DClWCCU UIC civil YC ClCtUUUC dllU U1C ICLUIII 

electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the active electrode, through the 
electrically conductive fluid, and to the 
return electrode. 


2:45-58 




2:45-69 


42 


248 


4:4-39 


26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


7:3-8:5 




5:4-30 




248 


7:26-52 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 


Fig. 4 




Fig. 2; 5:4- 
30 


44 




7:26-52 
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31 


32 


33 


34 


35 


36 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 

delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 














2:45-3:10 








248 


7:26-52 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


5:17-31 










4:40-58 


32; The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


7:3-8:5 








248 


7:26-52 


34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 

rfttiirn ftlectmde. 


Fig. 4 




Fig, 2; 5:4- 
30 


44 




7:26-52 


39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 














42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




8 








i 
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37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


42 


It. A method for applying electrical energy to 
la target site on a body structure on or within 
|a patient's body, the method comprising: 














positioning an electrode terminal into at least 
close proximity with the target site in the 
presence of an electrically conductive fluid; 


663 


1168 




2:37-42 


291 


275-76 


positioning a return electrode within the 
electrically conductive fluid such that the 
return electrode is not in contact with the 
body structure to generate a current flow 
path between the electrode terminal and the 
return electrode; and 














applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the electrode terminal, through 
the region of the target site, and to the return 
electrode through the current flow path. 


662-63 


1168 


5:1-47 


2:62-65 


291 


275 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


662 


1168 


1:64-2:17 


5:62-6:19 


291 


275 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 


662 












4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


662 


1 168 


1:64-2:1 / 




/y 1 


2/5 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft 


662 


1168 


Fig. 5; 8:9- 
34 


4:16-35 


292 


275 


1 1. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


662 


1168 






291 


275 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 
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37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


42 


the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
Itissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 


662 












|l8. The method of claim 1 further 
(comprising 














{applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 

inHnre the Hi^harpe of enerirv to the tarpet 

site in contact with the vapor layer. 




1170 










21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts neak to Deak 














23. A method for applying electrical energy 
to a target site on a body structure on or 

within a natient^ hoflv the method 

W I 111 111 <X |MUvlll 9 lA/UJTj Ulv lilULllUU 

comprising: 














contacting an active electrode with the body 
structure in the presence of an electrically 
conductive fluid; 


663 


1168 




2:37-42 


291 


275-76 


spacing a return electrode away from the 
body structure in the presence of the 
electrically conductive fluid; and 














applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the active electrode and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the active electrode, through the 
electrically conductive fluid, and to the 
return electrode. 


662-63 


1168 


5:1-47 


2:62-65 


291 


275 


26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


662 


1168 


1:64-2:17 


5:62-6:19 


291 


275 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 


662 
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37 


38 


39 


40 


41 


42 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


ooz 


I lOo 


1 ' 1 1 

1 .0*r-Z . I / 




£.7 I 




30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


662 


1168 


Fig. 5; 8:9- 
34 


4:16-35 


292 


275 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


662 


1168 






291 


275 


34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 


662 












39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 















applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 




1170 










42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 
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Claim Ccxi \ reicreiicc 


HO 


dd 


d* 


46 


47 


48 


1 . A method for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a body structure on or within 
a patient's body, the method comprising: 














positioning an electrode terminal into at least 
close proximity with the target site in the 
presence of an electrically conductive fluid; 


11 


4:18-28 


3:48-55, 
5:6-19 


6:42, 4:1 


6:4-60 


6:28, 4:6, 
7:59 


positioning a return electrode within the 
electrically conductive fluid such that the 
return electrode is not in contact with the 
body structure to generate a current flow 
path between the electrode terminal and the 
return electrode; and 








6:42 




6:28 


applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the electrode terminal, through 
the region of the target site, and to the return 
electrode through the current flow path. 


2:8-4:10 


2:26-51 


4:21-5:6 


2:31-53 


1:34 


2:28 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


11:1-20 




3:48-4:7 


6:39-45 




3:65-4:17 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 






inherent 


6:42; 3:8- 
34 




6:28; 5:65- 
6:19 


4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 















delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


11:1-20 




3:48-4:7 


6:39^5 




3:65-4:17 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft 


2:8-18 


3:48-51 


5:7-19 


3:41-4:2 


1:57-2:35 


3:65-4:17 


1 1. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






3:48-4:7 






5:65-6:19 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 















Page 22 of 39 



Exhibit D: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '592 patent may be found in each reference. 



claim text \ reference 


43 


44 


45 


46 


47 


48 


the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

terminal «nH thft rfihirn filftrtroHp 






inherent 


6:42; 3:8- 
34 




6:28; 5:65- 
6:19 


18. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 


inherent 




inherent 


21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 














23. A method for applying electrical energy 
to a target site on a body structure on or 
within a patient's body, the method 
comprising: 














contacting an active electrode with the body 
structure in the presence of an electrically 
conductive fluid; 


11 


4:28 


3:48-55 


6:42, 4:1 


6:4-60 


6:28,4:6, 
7:59 


spacing a return electrode away from the 
body structure in the presence of the 
electrically conductive fluid; and 








6:42 




6:28 


applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the active electrode and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the active electrode, through the 
electrically conductive fluid, and to the 
return electrode. 


2:8-4:10 


2:26-51 


4:21-5:6 


2:31-53 


1:34 


2:28 


26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


11:1-20 




3:48-4:7 


6:39^5 




3:65^:17 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 






inherent 


6:42; 3:8- 
34 




6:28; 5:65- 
6:19 



Page 23 of 39 



Exhibit D: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '592 patent may be found in each reference. 
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43 


44 45 


46 


47 


48 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






3:48^:7 






j.OJ-4. I / 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


2:8-18 


3:48-51 


. 5:7-19 


3:41-4:2 


1:57-2:35 


3:65-4:17 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






3:48-4:7 






5:65-6:19 


34. The method of claim 23 wherein 






• 








the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 

r^tiifn plftfrtrnHp 


- 




inherent 


6:42; 3:8- 
34 




6:28; 5:65- 
6:19 


39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 


inherent 




inherent 


42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 
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" 49 


50 51 


52 


53 


54 


11. A method for applying electrical energy to 
9a target site on a body structure on or within 
a patient's body, the method comprising: 














positioning an electrode terminal into at least 
close proximity with the target site in the 
presence of an electrically conductive fluid; 


1:65 


2:2-20 


3:50-53 


2:26 


3:63, 2:1, 
6:28 


669, 672 


positioning a return electrode within the 
electrically conductive fluid such that the 
return electrode is not in contact with the 
Jbody structure to generate a current flow 
[path between the electrode terminal and the 
return electrode; and 






3:53 








applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the electrode terminal, through 
Jthe region of the target site, and to the return 
electrode through the current flow path. 


1:55 


2:21-63 


2:41-3:58 


3:1-32 


2:28-55 


670 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


1:47-68 




3:30-34 


2:24-29 


3:37-64 




positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 


1:47-68 




3:35-57 


1:30-39 


3:37-64 




4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target she. 


1 . ,4*7 aZ€> 

1:47-68 




330-34 


2:24-29 


3:37-64 




9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft 


3:27-44 


1:40-51 


335-57 


1:42-50 


3:37-64 


670 


1 1. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






3:35-57 


2:24-29 






13. The method of claim 1 wherein 
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49 


50 51 


52 


53 


54 


the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
Iconduction path between the electrode 

terminal j»nH f K return flf/^trrwif* 


1:47-68 




3:35-57 


1:30-39 


3:37-64 




18. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce die discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 






inherent 


4:10 






21. The method of claim I wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 














23. A method for applying electrical energy 
to a target site on a body structure on or 
within a patient's body, the method 
comprising: 














contacting an active electrode with the body 
structure in the presence of an electrically 
conductive fluid; 


1:65 


2:2-20 


3:50-53 


2:26 


3:63,2:1, 
6:28 


672 


spacing a return electrode away from the 
body structure in the presence of the 
electrically conductive fluid; and 






3:53 








applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the active electrode and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the active electrode, through the 
electrically conductive fluid, and to the 
return electrode. 


1:55 


2:21-63 


2:41-3:58 


3:1-32 


2:28-55 


670 


26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


1:47-68 




3:30-34 


2:24-29 


3:37-64 




positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 


1:47-68 




3:35-57 


1:30-39 


3:37-64 





Page 26 of 39 



Exhibit D: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the '592 patent may be found in each reference. 



[claim text \ reference 


49 


50 


51 


52 


53 


54 


27. The method of claim 23 further 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


1:47-68 




3:30-34 


2:24-29 


3:37-64 




30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


3:27-44 


1:40-51 


3:35-57 


1:42-50 


3:37-64 


670 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






3:35-57 


2:24-29 






J*T. A 11C U1CU1U11 Ul I* lull 11 WLlCiClll 














the return electrode is spaced from the 

dCllVC CIvCU UU6 5UCIJ I lull WllCIl 11 It dCUVC 

electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
return elenrrode 


1:47-68 




3:35-57 


1:30-39 


3:37-64 




jy. i lie mcuiuu oi cidiiii zj luiuicr 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with die vapor layer. 






inherent 


4:10 






42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 
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55 


56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


UK A method for applying electrical energy to 
Ha target site on a body structure on or within 
a patient's body, the method comprising: 














positioning an electrode terminal into at least 
close proximity with the target site in the 
presence of an electrically conductive fluid; 


2:7^*6 


4:20-50 


4,6 




2-3 


5:40 


positioning a return electrode within the 
electrically conductive fluid such that the 
return electrode is not in contact with the 
body structure to generate a current flow 
path between the electrode terminal and the 
return electrode; and 














applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the electrode terminal, through 
the region of the target site, and to the return 
electrode through the current flow path. 


2:7-46 


1:61-2:12 


3 


3:9-49 




4:45 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 






6:7-15 






4:30-37 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 






6:7-15 








4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






O. /-I D 






H. JU-J / 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein ! 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft 




1:61-2:11 








4:15-29 


1 1. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






6:7-15 








13. The method of claim 1 wherein 
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55 


56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

terminal thft return electrode 






6:7-15 








1 8 The method of claim 1 further 

IO< Jl 111/ UlVUiUU VI V1CU1I1 1 IIUUIM 

comprising 














annlvin<? a ^iifftrient hiph freniiencv voltape 

difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 














23. A method for applying electrical energy 
to a target site on a body structure on or 
wiinin a paiicni s oouy , me mcuiuu 
comprising: 














contacting an active electrode with the body 
structure in the presence of an electrically 
conductive fluid; 


1:52-55, 
2:7-46 


4:20-50 


6 




2-3 


5:40 


snacinc a return electrode awav from the 

body structure in the presence of the 

^mAin>auj VvUUuiiUvc iiuiu, aiivi 














applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the active electrode and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the active electrode, through the 
electrically conductive fluid, and to the 
return electrode. 


2:7-46 


1:61-2:12 


3 


3:9-49 




4:45 


26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 






6:7-15 






4:30-37 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 






6:7-15 
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55 


56 


57 


58 


59 


60 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






6:7-15 






4:30-37 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 




1:61-2:11 








4:15-29 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 






6:7-15 








34. The method of claim 23 wherein 












the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such mat when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
return &\p f rtfn(\& 


- 




6:7-15 








39 The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 














42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 
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61 


62 ■ 63 


64 


65 


66 


1. A method for applying electrical energy to 
la target site on a body structure on or within 
a patient's body, the method comprising: 














positioning an electrode terminal into at least 
close proximity with the target site in the 
presence of an electrically conductive fluid; 


\ 1 :o5-oo, 
4:15 


4:10-29 


2:26 




Z. 1U, O.CO, 

8:22 


2:10, 5:15 


Hposhioning a return electrode within the 
electrically conductive fluid such that the 
return electrode is not in contact with the 
body structure to generate a current flow 
path between the electrode terminal and the 
return electrode; and 




Fig. 3 










applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the electrode terminal, through 
the region of the target site, and to the return 
electrode through the current flow path. 


3:30 


2:35 




2:5 


5:34 


2:1 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 




4:30-46 




4:23-31 


6:64-7:10 


1:63-2:17 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 




rig. j 










4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 




4:30-46 








1 ,uj-^. 1 / 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft 


5:10-28 


3:28-60 




5:44-63 


520-36 


1:63-2:17 


1 1. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 










6:64-7:10 


3:24-33 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 
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61 


62 


63 


64 


65 


66 


the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

terminal anr! th#» rptiim ftlfiftfTfwIp. 




Fig. 3 










1 8. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 










6:56 




21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 












23. A method for applying electrical energy 
to a target site on a body structure on or 
within a patient's body, the method 
comprising: 














contacting an active electrode with the body 
structure in the presence of an electrically 
conductive fluid; 


11:65-66, 
4:15 


4:10-29 


2:26 




2:10, 6:65, 
8:22 


2:10 


spacing a return electrode away from the 
body structure in the presence of the 
electrically conductive fluid; and 




Fig. 3 










applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the active electrode and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the active electrode, through the 
electrically conductive fluid, and to the 
return electrode. 


3:30 


2:35 




2:5 


5:34 


2:1 


26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 




4:30-46 




4:23-31 


6:64-7:10 


1:63-2:17 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 




Fig. 3 

i 











Page 32 of 39 



Exhibit D: 

Examples of where each limitation of the claims 
of the f 592 patent may be found in each reference. 
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61 


62 


63 


64 


65 


66 


27. The method of claim 23 further 

prvmnricinQ 














dpliverinp the electrtcallv conductive fluid to 

the target site. 




430-46 




4:23-31 


6:64-7:10 


1:63-2:17 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft 


5:10-28 


3:28-60 




5:44-63 


5:20-36 


1:63-2:17 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 










6:64-7:10 


3:24-33 


jh. 1 ne memoQ or ciaim zj wnerem 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 
return electrode 




Fig. 3 










jy. 1 ne metnoo 01 ciaim zj iuruier 
comprising 














OlJLJljrUJg a JlUllViSfUl illgll 11 VkJUVlIVjr VUlWgC 

difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 










6:56 




42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 


4:28-48 
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67 


68 


69 70 


71 


72 


1 . A method for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a body structure on or within 
a patient's body, the method comprising: 






i 






positioning an electrode terminal into at least 
close proximity with the target site in the 
presence of an electrically conductive fluid; 


4:10, 2:35 


1:21-44 


4:13-17 


! 
1 

3:1,2:45 


7:13-15 


4:33,3:9 


positioning a return electrode within the 
electrically conductive fluid such that the 
return electrode is not in contact with the 

Hnrfv structure to penerate a current flow 
path between the electrode terminal and the 

return f*\f*-c\T~c\/\£*' ?»nrl 












2:29-36 


applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the electrode terminal, through 
the region of the target site, and to the return 
electrode through the current flow path. 


2:35 


3:25 


3:20 


2:38 


3:43-4:18 


2:30 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 

U1C ClCVUlWuIjr UUllUUtUVC IIUIU CUIU 


4:4-11 


2:65-3:22 




2:67-3:8 






nositioninp the return electrode within the 

LrVOltlvJJUib w Iv 1 VUU1I vlwU VAiv wJ JUiUJ Uiv 

volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 

plppfrvvlf* torminal anH flip rptiirn f*\(*rtrr\fif* 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 




2:29-36 


4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 














delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 


4:4-11 


2:65-3:22 




2:67-3:8 






9. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft. 


4:37-52 


4:33-43 


3:13-16 


2:37-46 


3:43-53 


2:36-41 


1 1. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 






13. The method of claim 1 wherein 
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67 


68 


69 


70 


71 


72 


the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 

terminal and the. return p.ler.1mdp 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 




2:29-36 


1 8. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 














21. The method of claim 1 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 














23. A method for applying electrical energy 
to a target she on a body structure on or 
within a patient's body, the method 
comprising: 














contacting an active electrode with the body 
structure in the presence of an electrically 
conductive fluid; 


4:10,2:35 






3:1,2:45 




4:33,3:9 


spacing a return electrode away from the 
body structure in the presence of the 
electrically conductive fluid; and 1 












2:29-36 


applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the active electrode and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the active electrode, through the 
electrically conductive fluid, and to the 
return electrode. 


2:35 


3:25 


3:20 


2:38 


3:43-4:18 


2:30 


26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


4:4-11 


2:65-3:22 




2:67-3:8 






positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 




2:29-36 
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67 


68 


69 70 


71 


72 


27. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 


*t.**-I 1 












[[delivering the electrically conductive fluid to 
the target site. 






2:67-3:8 






30. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


4:37-52 


4:33-43 


3:13-16 


2:37-46 


3:43-53 


2:36-41 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 






34. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 

n*tiirn elpchrwte 


4:4-11 






2:67-3:8 




2:29-36 


39. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 














applying a sufficient high frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 













42. The method of claim 23 wherein 














the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 
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1141111 IvAl » I CICI vllvv 


71 

/ »j 


74 


1 . A method for applying electrical energy to 
a target site on a body structure on or within 
a patient's body, the method comprising: 






nAcitiAmnn on £> I apIiwi o fprminol infA of looct 
pUblllOnillg Ull CICwUVKlC ICI III II Id. i UllO ax IC&ol 

close proximity with the target site in the 
{presence of an electrically conductive fluid; 


6:45-55 


SN61187, 
SN61173 


positioning a return electrode within the 
electrically conductive fluid such that the 
return electrode is not in contact with the 
body structure to generate a current flow 
path between the electrode terminal and the 
return electrode; and 




SN61173 


applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the electrode terminal and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the electrode terminal, through 
the region of the target site, and to the return 
electrode through the current flow path. 


4:35 


SN6I173 


3. The method of claim 1 further comprising 




immersing the target she within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


3:60-4:3 


SN61174 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate the current flow path between the 
electrode terminal and the return electrode. 




SN61171, 
SN61173 


4. The method of claim 1 further comprising 






delivering me etccuicaiiy cunuucuve nuiu 10 
the target site. 


3:60-4:3 


SN61174 


9. The method of claim 1 wherein 






the electrode terminal comprises a single 
active electrode disposed near the distal end 
of an instrument shaft 


6:8-22 


SN61173 


1 1. The method of claim 1 wherein 






the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 




SN61I74 


13. The method of claim 1 wherein 
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the return electrode is spaced from the 
electrode terminal such that when the 
electrode terminal is brought adjacent a 
tissue structure immersed in electrically 
conductive fluid, the return electrode is 
spaced from the tissue structure and the 
electrically conductive fluid completes a 
conduction path between the electrode 
terminal and thft return fttertrorift 




SN61171, 
SN61173 


1 8. The method of claim 1 further 
comprising 






applying a sufficient higji frequency voltage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the electrode terminal and to 
induce the discharge of energy to the target 
site in contact with the vapor layer. 




SN61I73 


21. The method of claim 1 wherein 






the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




S1M61173 


23. A method for applying electrical energy 
to a target site on a body structure on or 
within a patient's body, the method 
comprising: 






contacting an active electrode with the body 
structure in the presence of an electrically 
conductive fluid; 


6:45-55 


SN61187, 
SN61173 


spacing a return electrode away from the 
body structure in the presence of the 
electrically conductive fluid; and 




SN61173 


applying a high frequency voltage difference 
between the active electrode and the return 
electrode such that an electrical current 
flows from the active electrode, through the 
electrically conductive fluid, and to the 
return electrode. 


4:35 


SN61173 


26. The method of claim 23 further 
comprising 






immersing the target site within a volume of 
the electrically conductive fluid and 


3:60-4:3 


SN61174 


positioning the return electrode within the 
volume of electrically conductive fluid to 
generate a current flow path between the 
active electrode and the return electrode. 




SN61171, 
SN61173 
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73 


74 


27. The method of claim 23 further 

vui iipr id li i g 






UCllVCIIIlg, U1C ClCClllCaliy vUXlUUvllVC lltllU lU 

the target site. 


3:60-4:3 


SN61174 


30. The method of claim 23 wherein 






the active electrode comprises a single active 
electrode disposed near the distal end of an 
instrument shaft. 


6:8-22 


SN61173 


32. The method of claim 23 wherein 






the electrically conductive fluid comprises 
isotonic saline. 




SN61174 


134. The method of claim 23 wherein 






the return electrode is spaced from the 
active electrode such that when the active 
electrode is brought adjacent a tissue 
structure immersed in electrically conductive 
fluid, the return electrode is spaced from the 
tissue structure and the electrically 
conductive fluid completes a conduction 
path between the active electrode and the 

rRtiirn ftleotroHft 




i 

SN61171, 
SN61173 


1Q Tkii y\f solium '*> 7 fiir+Wor 

5y. l ne metnoa ot claim zi iurtner 
comprising 






onnKfin/r o ruff i/*tAni r\ i rt ri frA/YUAft/ 1 !/ « //tiro 

applying a sumciem nign frequency voiiage 
difference to vaporize the electrically 
conductive fluid in a thin layer over at least a 
portion of the active electrode and to induce 
the discharge of energy to the target site in 
contact with the vapor layer. 




SN61173 


42. The method of claim 23 wherein 






the voltage is in the range from 500 to 1400 
volts peak to peak. 




SN6I173 
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Smith & Nephew contends that the following claims are anticipated by at least 
each of the following primary references. Smith & Nephew reserves the right to 
supplement this contention in the event ArthroCare changes its construction of the 



asserted claims, or in the event the Court's construction of the asserted claims differs. 
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Smith & Nephew also contends that the following claims would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention in view of at least 
each of the following combinations of primary references, which Smith & Nephew 
contends would have been combined for at least the following reasons. Smith & Nephew 
reserves the right to supplement this contention in the event ArthroCare changes its 
construction of the asserted claims, or in the event the Court's construction of the 



asserted claims differs. 



Patent 


Claim 


Combinations 


Motivation to Combine 


536 


45 


Any one or more of 1 0, 32, 34 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




46 


10 with any one or more of 22, 
26, 36, 38, 65; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




47 


Any one or more of 8, 1 5, 26, 
29, 36, 52 with any one or more 
of 10, 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




55 


1 0 with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 
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56 


34 with any one or more of 48, 
65; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. i 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




58 


Any one or more of 8, 1 5, 3 1, 
48, 51, 52 with any one or more 
of the anticipating references 
listed above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




59 


32 with any one or more of 8, 
15,31, 38, 48,51,52, 65; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 


882 


1 


10 with any one or more of 22, 

23,29,31,34,36; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




13 


Any one or more of 10, 29 with 
any one or more of 8, 38, 48, 5 1 ; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




17 


Any one or more of 23, 29, 32 

with any one or more of 8, 15, 

38, 48, 51, 52, 65; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




18 


Any one or more of 23, 29, 32 

with any one or more of 8, 1 5, 

38, 48,51,52,65; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 
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21 


Any one or more of 3 1 , 36 with 
any one or more of 8, 1 5, 38, 48, 
51,65; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




23 


Any one or more of 22, 23, 29, 
31, 36 with 15; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticinatinp references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




24 


Any one or more of 22, 23, 29, 
36 with 15; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with anv one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 

a riAtipnf 's Kodv stniptiirp 




28 


Any one or more of 1 0, 22, 23, 
31,32, 34, 36, 38, 48,51,52 
with any one or more of the j 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




29 


Any one or more of 10, 48, 52 

wiui ally uuc vi uiajic ui o, ^y, 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above; 

38, 51 with any one or more of 
the anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 

pomp nrvVhlpm QYw1\/it"i rr 

odJllC piuuiciii applying 

electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




47 


Any one or more of 22, 31,36 
with any one or more of 8, 1 5, 
48,51,52, 65; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 1 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 
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48 


Any one or more of 23, 32 with 
any one or more of 8, 15, 65; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem ~ applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




49 


32 with any one or more of 8, 
15,65; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patients body structure. 




50 


Any one or more of 8, 1 5 with 
any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




54 


3 1 with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 


592 


1 


Any one or more of 1 0, 22, 29, 
32, 36, 38, 52 with any one or 
more of the anticipating 
references listed above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




3 


Any one or more of 22, 29, 36, 
52 with 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above; 

38, 65 with any one or more of 
the anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




4 


Any one or more of 22, 29, 36, 

38, 52, 65 with 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




9 


Any one or more of 1 0, 22, 29, 

36, 38, 52, 65 with 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 
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11 


Any one or more of 22, 29, 36, 
38, 52, 65 with any one or more 
of 15, 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




13 


Any one or more of 22, 29, 36, 
52 with 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




18 


Any one or more of 10, 38, 52, 
65 with any one or more of 23, 
31,34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




21 


Any one or more of 29, 32 with 
any one or more of 8, 15, 31, 34, 
48,51; 

anv one or more of the orecedine 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




23 


Any one or more of 10, 22, 29, 
32, 36, 38, 52 with any one or 
more of the anticipating 
references listed above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




26 


Any one or more of 22, 23, 26, 

29, 36, 52 with 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above; 

38, 65 with any one or more of 
the anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 
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27 


Any one or more of 22, 23, 26, 
29, 36, 38, 52, 65 with 34; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




30 


Any one or more of 10, 22, 23, 
26, 29, 36, 38, 52, 65 with 34; 
any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




32 


Any one or more of 22, 23, 26, 

29, 36, 38, 52, 65 with any one 

or more of 15, 34; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




34 


Any one or more of 22, 23, 26, 
29, 36, 52 with any one or more 
of the anticipating references 
listed above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




39 


Any one or more of 10, 26, 38, 
52, 65 with any one or more of 
31,34; 

any one or more of the preceding 
with any one or more of the 
anticipating references listed 
above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 




42 


Any one or more of 23, 26, 29, 

32 with any one or more of 

8, 15,31,34, 48,51; 

any one or more of the preceding 

with any one or more of the 

anticipating references listed 

above. 


Each reference is directed to the 
same problem — applying 
electrical energy to a target site on 
a patient's body structure. 
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